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The Seven Lessons from the Soccer -

Reflection on the World Cup June/July 2014, Brazil

Rosangela Horvath

1 - Training

We need to be always in good shape, equipped and ready. Equipped means give
your best, planting the seed, promoting the faith, encouraging those around you, to grow in
faith, win the superficiality, the routine, ostentation, and the mediocrity. We might empha-
size our unending learners in this life.

Ephesians 4: 10-15

1 He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.

" And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teach-
ers, 2 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, ™ till we all
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ; ™ that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,  but, speak-
ing the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—"

2 - Team Work

As a human being, we are tempted to individualism, isolation and be a superstar. All
tfogether can leads us to be losers instead winners.

Soccer is an example of opftion to live a life in unity, tfeam work and commitment
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with others, like a family, where each member is an important part of the team, playing dif-
ferent role to succeed together.

When we are team, we value others, promote their talent, share their needs, accept
their advice, work together and win as a group.

Ephesians 4:10-13

" He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all
things.) "' And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some
pastors and teachers, 2 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ, P till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to
a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;

3 - Follow the Rules

Each place has roles to follow, church, school, work, and family. Efficiency in
knowing and following roles, leads us to make less mistakes, and increase chance to suc-
ceed.

Many people have problem with submission, because they cannot distinguish the
difference between servants and slavers. Give your hand first and see the difference.

Roles and laws were made to improve relationship and equality in our society.

When an athlete obeys the referee, he understands the roles to protect and benefits
all feams involved in that game.

When we obey and follow the roles, established by our home and church, we under-
stand the guidance to protect us against arrogant behavior, and the way to helps us to be
rewarded by the grace of God.

Hebrews 13:17
7 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give
account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.

4 - Know the Difference Between Win and Lose

In this life, we win and lose every day in our lives, in many ways.

We cannot have victory without an adversary. Nevertheless, it is important to our life
understand the concept of win.

If win means vanity, denial and elimination of others, we are missing an important
part of the game, which is our adversary, necessary in our victory.

The adversary is our challenge needed to continue improving our character, and be-
havior.

When we lose, we have the possibility to improve our relationship, improve our feam,
and grow together as a family.

Romans 8, 37-39

37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. * For I am persuaded that
neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, > nor
height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

5 - Be a good athlete

An athlete spend hours running, biking, swimming, playing, training. Normally an ath-
lete lives a sacrificial life, renouncing many pleasures, in several cases, renouncing time with
their dear ones.

A good athlete needs self conftrol, self discipline, and concentration, spirit of cooper-
ation, fellowship and respect to adversary.

If in our schools we had more students with spirit of athlete, the U.S. will be a number
one in Math and Science.

Nevertheless, if in our churches today, we had more members with spirit of athlete,
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the mission of evangelize the world will be in great advantage than today and more peo-
ple will be winners in Christ, the savior.

Revelations 22, 16-17

16«1 Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring
of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”"” And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears
say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires let him take the water of life freely. (NKJ)

6 - Be a good fanatic

The soccer provides great lessons to us. The good fanatics are fulfilled of enthusiasm,
passion, collective participation, collaboration, incentive and motivation.

If we are able to shake with the frue of the gospel, the justice, the euphoric and vigor-
ous love given by the fanatics to their teams, we will live today in a different society. Be fa-
natic of the Gospel of the King of God, the fraternal love, is all we need to destroy the vio-
lence in schools, drugs and the futility, lived by many people today.

When we are great fanatic, we demonstrate to others our love, compassion and our
happiness with their victory.

Psalm 1, 1-3

"Blessed is the man; Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits
in the seat of the scornful; * But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and
night. ? He shall be like a tree; Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose
leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper!(NKJ)

7 - Be aware of dangerous

When a feam became an idol, we are in serious dangerous, leaving God apart, and
worshiping the team.

The financial corruption is the shadow around sports events; by all means, everything
becomes business, increasing violence domains inside and outside of stadiums and clubs.

When a feam is exalted, the family is rejected; unconfirolled finance, anxiety, hyper-
tension, and vascular diseases show up.

The fanatic become slave, everything is a circle, party, alienation. The sport's idolatry
makes people lose their political judgment, social interests and responsibility for nonnegotia-
ble things such as: family, church, work, and friends.

The idolatry gives birth to fanaticism and slave, deceive friends, destroy lives. Finally,
distance people from God and destroy families.

Isaiah 44:9
Those who make an image, all of them are useless, And their precious things shall not profit,
They are their own witnesses, They neither see nor know, that they may be ashamed" (NKJ)

We are athletes running for an incorruptible crown in heaven. The eternal salvation is
the decisive goal to our victory in Jesus Christ. In victory, we will worship with joy, singing the
glory of eternal life in Jesus given to us, at the cross.

We will sing the everlasting joy, glorifying our savior and Coach of our grace, doctor of injury
in our hearts, controlling the game of eternal life.

Mark 13, 35-37

3 Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the
house is coming—in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the
rooster, or in the morning— % lest, coming suddenly, he find you
sleeping. " And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!” (NKJ)
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©The Light of Coral Springs is a place for our brothers and sisters to communicate through written words. We therefore
welcome your articles, including : devotion, sharing, testimony, daily thoughts, poems and so on. In order to

encourage a greater variety of contribution.

©The Light of Coral Springs will be published every quarter for 4 issues a year. Please submit your article at anytime.

©Please type your article on Microsoft Word and E-mail to brother Guanglong Zhu : guanglongzhu@yahoo.com

©The Publication Department reserves the rights to edit and publish articles.



